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Where Does it Come 
From?
Wyoming Social Studies, Language Arts, 
Mathematics
Objectives:

Students will interpret U.S. Department of Agriculture’s • 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) data to 
discover where the agricultural commodities used in 
some common snacks were grown.

Materials
Corn chips (corn)• 
Potato chips (potatoes)• 
Apple chips or applesauce • 
(apples)
Beef jerky (beef)• 
Pretzels (wheat)• 
String cheese (milk)• 
Large paper bag• 
Classroom map of the • 
United States
Colored map pins, one • 
color per group

Standards
Social Studies

Production, Consumption 
& Distribution: 3.1, 3.2

People, Places 
& Environments: 5.1, 5.2

Language Arts

5th Grade:
Reading: 1.F, 3.A, 3.B, 

Writing: 2.C, 2.D
6th Grade:

Reading: 3.A, 3.B, 3.C, 3.D
 

Mathematics
Data Analysis & Probability: 

5.1, 5.2

Estimated Time
60 Minutes

Background:
 Different parts of our country are better for raising dif-
ferent agricultural commodities. Many of the fresh fruits and 
vegetables we eat grow in temperate parts of the country, 
like California, Florida and parts of Texas. That’s because 
the growing season is longer in those parts of the conti-
nent. Wheat, barley, corn and other grain crops grow well 
in our country’s midsection, in what once was grassland. In 
some parts of the country the land is not suitable for grow-
ing crops but provides good grazing land for cattle and 
other livestock. Potatoes grow best in cooler climates, so they 
are a good crop for mountainous regions where it stays cool 
longer in the spring. Some crops require a great deal of rain, and 
some need plenty of sunshine. We are able to produce many 
different kinds of products in our country because we have 
so many different climates.
 Because of modern technology for storing, moving, 
and processing agricultural crops, we are able to have just 
about any kind of food we want to eat at any time of year.
 The census of agriculture gathers numbers to help us 
know what grows best in which part of the country.

Activity Procedure:
Share background material, and explore the meanings 1. 
of the words “commodity,” “product,” “end product,” and 
“byproduct.” To illustrate, bring to class some examples 
of end products and the agricultural commodities from 
which they were made, e.g., cotton ball (or raw cotton ball, 
if available) and cotton shirt, dry beans and bean dip, to-
mato and tomato sauce, apple and apple cider. Ask stu-
dents to differentiate between the commodity and the end 
product.
Ask students to name their favorite foods. Write the foods 2. 
on the chalkboard. Now ask students if they know what 
agricultural commodity these foods are made from and 
where the commodities grow. Write the guesses on the 
chalkboard.
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notes:
Place all the snacks in a large paper bag, and have stu-3. 
dents draw from the bag to determine which group they 
will work with. Explain that each snack represents a major 
agricultural commodity grown in the U.S. Write the words 
“corn,” “potatoes,” “apples,” “beef,” “wheat,” and “milk” on 
the chalkboard. Lead a class discussion to help students 
determine what product each snack represents.
For each group, make copies of the information about the 4. 
specific agricultural commodity the group will be study-
ing, the survey form, the data about their product and the 
map of the U.S. Have students read the information on the 
survey form, using the questionnaire provided. Then have 
students locate the top five states where their snacks grow 
on the maps of the U.S. and color those states.  Have the 
students identify the state’s capitol.
Provide each group with a different color of map pins. Have 5. 
each group report on its findings and mark on a classroom 
map the states where the designated food grows. Students 
should also report on growing conditions necessary for 
each product.
Lead a discussion in which you ask students what factors 6. 
determine what is grown (climate, availability of land, 
transportation, storage capacities) in which states and how 
much is produced (climate, size of state, soil type).

Additional Activities:

If you have internet access for your students, have the 1. 
groups compare their results with the “Inventory by 
County” maps on the NASS web site. Go to the NASS web 
site. Click on “Census of Agriculture.” Click on “Agri-
cultural Atlas.” Click on “Go to Maps Index page.” Scroll 
down to find the appropriate commodity, e.g., Map #180 
for beef, Map # 186 for dairy cattle, etc.

Have students keep records for a week of what foods are 2. 
served in the cafeteria. Have them research to find out 
what raw materials are used in the foods. Use the data to 
find out where the food is grown.

Have students interview those responsible for buying 3. 
the food used in the cafeteria and determine how much, 
if any, local food is used in preparing meals.

Have each student choose a favorite food and research 4. 
the three main ingredients in the food and where the in-
gredients are produced.

Data on NASS tables is presented in thousands. Have stu-5. 
dents multiply numbers or add zeroes to find the actual 
numbers of selected data.
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Have students stay in their groups and research the 6. 
states in which their ingredients were grown to find size, 
climate, population, other crops grown, etc. Then have 
each group choose a presentation method to report their 
findings to the class—skits, posters, etc.

Have students write as many statements as they can 7. 
about the data and information provided.

Additional Reading:
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell, Black Potatoes: The Story of the 
Great Irish Famine, 1845-1850. Houghton-Mifflin, 2001.
ISBN: 0618002715

Bial, Raymond, Corn Belt Harvest, Houghton-Mifflin, 1991.
ISBN: 0395562341

Corcoran, Barbara, Potato Kid, Macmillan, 1989.
ISBN: 038071213X

Johnson, Sylvia, Wheat, Lerner, 1990.
ISBN: 0822514907

Lauber, Patricia, Cowboys and Cattle Ranching Yesterday and 
Today, Thomas Y. Crowell, 1973.
ISBN: 0690219512

Sabin, Louis, Agriculture, Troll, 1985.
ISBN: 0816702055

Slawson, Michele Benoit, Apple Picking Time, Crown, 1994.
ISBN: 0517589710

Watts, Barrie, Potato, Silver Burdett, 1988.
ISBN:0382095278

 Materials Adapted from usda.gov/nass/

vocabulary:

commodity• 

product• 

by-product• 

raw materials• 

ingredients• 
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makeup
crayons
detergent

crayons 
fl oor wax
perfume

machine lubricants 
automotive fl uids
indusrtial clesners

fertilizers
printing ink
high gloss for paper
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1,320
16
940
1,750
5,500
2,700
53
23
1,730
1,170
158
2,180
1,340
900
3,950
6,400
2,460
860
86
220
44
1,060
2,420
980
4,450
2,400
6,650
500
35
38
1,580
1,420
850
1,850
1,260
5,250
1,340
1,600
4.9
400
3,700
2,310
14,000
830
265
1,620
1,140
420
3,400
1,430

97,002.9

2007
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2007

182
1120
15,339
21,989
520
7,807
131,650
2,440
1,789
NR
16,530
14,700
20,680
1,980
3,696
8,051
2,847
636
1,998
5,216
2,700
23,660
975
20,238
2,200
180
NR
6,682
NR
1,134
102,300
28,160
NR

449,156

NR =No Reports
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22.2
NR
370.0
31
15
14
80
49
50
2.1
NR
5.5
31.5
41
28
790
22
49
18
45
NR
1,040
145
102
140
455
1.8
4
8.5
38
32
300
5,800
87
52

9,869.6

NR =No Reports

2004
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2007

2,066,722

3,440
8,260
28,700
26,235
95,520
3,740
513
9,200
83,675
50,730
21,090
1,400
283,800
12,250
11,880
11,560
35,100
80,430
18,480
37,840
149,820
84,280
1,300
1,428
7,800
4,420
20,000
300,00
45,990
98,000
46,785
8,990
4,185
147,516
10,660
140,600
6,420
13,120
128,722
348
18,910
3,445
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FIELD CORN
2007

22,120
4,255
99,120
36,000
150,520
17,945
3,325
58,500
17,325
2,283,750
987,350
2,368,350
518,000
175,440
120,450
46,865
291,400
1,138,800
141,000
461,500
5,510
1,472,000
10,250
9,625
69,850
102,000
272,600
541,500
39,150
6,825
125,440
37,000
544,500
83,210
296,000
3,256
34,425
25,200
2,997
442,800
7,740

13,073,893
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2006

203
9.8
394
265
38,830
2,547
367
122
2,167
1,404
57
10,895
1,978
3,299
4,130
2,343
1,301
396
574
1,093
278
7,100
8,364
341
1,840
354
1,118
558
293
178
7,638
12,045
944
470
4,860
1,214
2,242
10,742
19
278
1,505
1,049
7,145
1,745
2,592
1,771
5,464
200
23,398
118

181,798
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