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That Was Then, 
This is Now
Wyoming Social Studies, Mathematics

Objectives:
Students will perform mathematical computations, • 
analyze data charts, and compare and contrast statistical 
information in order to learn about food prices and how 
they have changed over time.

Materials
Reading a Chart I • 
Worksheet

Reading a Chart II • 
Worksheet

The Price of Food Today • 
Homework Assignment

Colored pencils• 

Graph paper• 

Standards
Social Studies

Production, Distribution 
& Consumption: 

3.1, 3.2, 3.3
Time, Continuity, & Change: 

4.2, 4.3

Mathematics

5th Grade:
Data Analysis & Probability: 

5.1, 5.2, 5.3
6th Grade:

Data Analysis & Probability: 
5.1
 

Estimated Time
60 Minutes

Background:
 This lesson includes information on how food price 
data can be used to make mathematical computation prac-
tice interesting and informative. Review the materials and 
revise them to meet the needs of your students.
 You may choose to customize the lesson to include cur-
rent and past newspaper grocery ads. Consider comparing 
commodity prices from one season to the next and from one 
year to another.
Statistics and colorful graphs are available from a variety of 
sources.
 As you use the this lesson, it is important for students 
to realize that the United States has the safest, most abun-
dant food supply in the world. Most farmers do not make a 
lot of money producing the food Americans consume. In fact, 
people who farm most often do it because they have a pas-
sion for it. 
 Today, over 72% of the farmers have income outside of 
farming. Profit made in agriculture is most often accrued on 
the marketing end. It may be interesting for your students to 
meet an actual producer and learn about his/her operation.

Activity Procedures:
Review the enclosed worksheets and statistics. If neces-1. 
sary, rewrite the worksheets or create math problems that 
supplement the worksheets.
Introduce your students to the lesson by having them think 2. 
about the prices their family pays for specific food items 
and how they think that price is determined. Possible dis-
cussion and/or writing prompts are listed below.

What would your parents say if you asked, “Is the price of • 
food going up or down?”

On the average, is it less expensive, more expensive, or • 
about the same to eat at a restaurant than at home? Ex-
plain.

Grades 5-6
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vocabulary:

data• 

average  • 

retail• 

profit• 

loss• 

consumer• 

How do you think the price of food is determined?• 

Do the farmers who grow the crops make a lot of money • 
on the food you are eating?

If you were to compare the price of food in the United • 
States to the price of food in other countries, would it be 
more or less expensive?

Introduce your students to the Average Prices of Foods—3. 
Retail chart. In general, discuss what the chart shows. Re-
view the meaning of average.
Have the students complete the Reading a Chart I and 4. 
Reading a Chart II Worksheets and the homework assign-
ment. Part of the homework assignment requires students 
to make a graph. Be sure they have the rough drafts of 
their graphs approved before preparing their final cop-
ies.
Share the graphs the students have created. Display the 5. 
student graphs in the library, hallways, grocery stores, 
and at special events such as parent meetings and open 
houses.

Additional Activities:
Convert the homework activity to a class field trip. Have 1. 
students work in teams of two as they find information at 
the grocery store.

Create large colorful graphs of the information they col-2. 
lected at the grocery store. Display the student graphs at 
the stores the students visited.

Use the Farm Facts Booklet, available from the American 3. 
Farm Bureau Federation, to illustrate a variety of graphic 
ideas as well as information on the current agricultural 
status of American agriculture. Use grocery ads to deter-
mine the prices of the food items in the homework assign-
ment.
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